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FORREST HIGHWAY — POINT-TO-POINT SPEED CAMERAS 

352. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Road Safety: 
I refer to the shocking number of accidents and fatalities that occur on Forrest Highway in my electorate and the 
trial of point-to-point speed cameras on that stretch of highway. 

(1) What are the results of that trial? 

(2) What has this government done to ensure that this innovation for road safety in WA becomes a reality? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
(1)–(2) I would like to thank the member for Murray–Wellington for her question. I will get to the Liberal–

National government in a moment and how slack it was on this issue. 
Before I answer the question, on behalf of the member for Wanneroo, I would like to welcome the staff 
and students from East Wanneroo Primary School. Welcome to Parliament House today. 

Sadly, we were the last state in Australia to introduce point-to-point cameras, not for the want of trying 
by former member for Hillarys Hon Rob Johnson, who told ABC radio in 2009 that he hoped to introduce 
them within the next 12 months. 

Mr J.E. McGrath interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for South Perth. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: We know the history is that the former Premier, the member for Cottesloe, did not want 
point-to-point cameras. Indeed, he is on the Hansard record as saying, “I don’t care, I don’t want them.” 

Mr D.C. Nalder: When? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That was on 16 August 2016. Check Hansard if you like. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That is the issue. Like other states, we could have had these cameras in place in 2010, 
2011 or 2012. They could have already been in situ saving lives if it were not for the attitude of the former Premier 
in the former government and the inaction of the former Minister for Police, the member for Scarborough, who 
delayed and delayed an important road safety measure. What has happened over the last seven years —  

Mr D.T. Redman: Have you driven the Forrest Highway?  

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, I know that you have company today after being lonely 
yesterday, but just talk to someone next door and not across the chamber. I call you to order for the first time.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will take that interjection. Yes, I have driven on Forrest Highway numerous times this 
year. What the member may not know is that the former government introduced legislation only at the end of last 
year, so those cameras had not been activated. It has come to us to activate the cameras. We will advise the 
community with a community education campaign and an advertising campaign that will start this weekend. There 
will be —  

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Sorry, member for Scarborough—perhaps you would like to apologise to the house for 
doing nothing —  

The SPEAKER: Minister, through the Chair.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: — on a whole range of road safety measures. 

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members, I cannot hear the minister.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: This is an important initiative, one on which the former government was tardy. Members 
opposite do not want to hear the facts, but in the last seven years there have been 183 crashes on that section of 
Forrest Highway, 28 serious injuries and eight people killed. That is what happened —  

Mr S.K. L’Estrange: You’re asleep at the wheel.  

The SPEAKER: She might be asleep at the wheel, but I am not. I call you to order for the first time, manager of 
opposition business.  
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Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Yes, member, it has been a good initiative to put the cameras in place, but it would have 
been an even better thing to have put them in place six or seven years ago, and it would have been a better thing 
had they actually been operative any time in the last five years, because with that we might have prevented some 
of those crashes, injuries and deaths on Forrest Highway.  
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